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Sunday, September 12, 2004
 Hi SEATTLE Friends and Family,


Can you believe it?  We are passed the halfway point for deployment.  I hope the time has gone by quickly for you, I know it has for me.  We have been very busy since the last CO note.  We have taken care of about 20 ships and been in port for additional stores and fuel many times.  All of this work makes the time fly by.  We have had an opportunity to do some other things in between work.  The Second Class Association hosted an ice cream social.  MWR conducted a talent show on the flight deck.  Bingo has continued on a regular basis.  Yesterday, we had our second steel beach picnic.  The weather was great.  We had steaks, hamburgers, hotdogs, jerked chicken and all the fixings.  It was a great way to spend the afternoon.  All these events were well run and fun for the participants and crew.



We have had a number of people achieve significant milestones in their Navy career.  LTJG Davis and ENS Neer completed and passed their final board for Surface Warfare Supply Corp Officer qualification.  CWO 2 Johnston passed his final board for Surface Warfare Officer qualification and was also selected for CWO 3.  At Awards Quarters yesterday I awarded 3 Navy Commendation Medals, 23 Navy Achievement Medals, 3 Sailor’s of the Month, and Designated 8 Enlisted Surface Warfare Specialists.  All these awards and designations were a result of a lot of hard work and effort put forth by each individual.  Congratulations to these hard working Sailors and the families at home that support them.


Everyday on this ship there are unsung heroes, those that do their job quietly and professionally, without a lot of fanfare.  Without these Sailors we would not be able to operate.  I’m talking about the Sailors who cook and clean, run the plant, take care of the paperwork, make sure we get paid, and keep the ship looking good.  We couldn’t survive without them.  There are those that say this generation doesn’t know hard work and sacrifice.  I would have to disagree, I see this generation working hard everyday and it is a wonderful sight.  I am extremely proud of them and their service to their Country. 


Having a front row seat on the Global War on Terrorism for three months has certainly caused me to reflect on the hard work and effort put forth by this ship and the Nation.  Each of us plays a small role in the bigger effort.  If this ship’s efforts are an indication the work put forth by all the Services and the Nation, we will complete the mission.  

Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

