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Monday, September 27, 2004
 Hi SEATTLE Friends and Family,


I have always found it amazing what a day of liberty can do for the spirits of the crew and myself.  We have been hard at work for over a month since the last liberty port.  In this month alone we have refueled and resupplied over 32 ships from 3 countries, gone into port 6 times for fuel and supplies, completed the enlisted testing cycle, and pinned our new Chief Petty Officers.  So as you can see, the crew has earned a well-deserved day of liberty.


After our day of liberty it is time to go back to work.  The work of logistic force never stops.  Having been a Naval Aviator for over 22 years I have had the opportunity to be on the tip of the spear for most of that time.  It was always transparent to me where the fuel, food, and weapons came from; I just knew they would be there when I needed them.  I now can see those items don’t just magically appear, they arrive because we have an impressive supply system in place consisting of professional Supply Corps Officers and Sailors who forecast needs and ensure they are filled.  Those needed supplies are filled and loaded by the equally professional Sailors on ships like SEATTLE.  These same Sailors then deliver those supplies to the final customer, the war fighting ships of our Navy and our coalition partners.  The deliveries are done both day and night, in sometime extreme conditions, high heat and humidity, heavy seas and high winds.  It is an amazing process to watch.  You can be proud of the work these Sailors do everyday.


Today marks the 16th week of deployment.  We have ten more weeks until our planned return.  Our schedule remains on track.  We are looking forward and planning for our return and decommissioning.  I will give you more information on the return celebrations and decommissioning plans as we get closer to those dates.  Continue to keep us in your thoughts and prayers.  

Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

