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Monday, June 28, 2004
SEATTLE Family and Friends,

It’s a gorgeous day in Augusta Bay Italy.  We are pier side for our first port visit for this deployment.  Everyone is having a good time and behaving themselves.  This was a well-deserved break after three weeks of hard work at sea.  Our SEATTLE Sailors continue to impress me with their hard work.  One day last week we had four different ships alongside, passed over one million gallons of gas and over 200 pallets of supplies and food (even ice cream).  These Sailors do this everyday and never miss a beat.  On another occasion we had two ships alongside, one of which was experiencing some problems and needed to move away from us quickly, we call this an “emergency breakaway”.  The emergency breakaway calls for us to disconnect all hoses and lines as quickly as possible to allow each ship to safely separate.  I have never seen a team of individuals work together as quickly and efficiently as our Sailors did that day.  Every hose and line was retracted quickly and safely with no one getting hurt.  This allowed both ships to separate safely.  After about twenty minutes of troubleshooting, the other ship determined they did not have a problem and they came back alongside to finish refueling.  These are just a few examples of events that happen just about everyday while we are at sea on SEATTLE.


We are three weeks down and twenty-three to go.  Time does fly when you are busy.  I had an opportunity to talk to the SEATTLE Family Support Group by phone last week during their meeting.  I have had lots of positive feedback from that call and will continue to call during the meetings for the rest of this deployment.  I may even allow a guest speaker (one of the Sailor’s whose spouse is at the meeting) to help me talk to the group and tell everyone what he thinks about the deployment.  Should be entertaining, so stand by.


Well, that’s all for now.  The Captain is getting ready to go on some well-deserved liberty himself.  

Take care for now.

“Captain Out”

Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

