[image: image1.png]CO's Note




Sunday, July 18, 2004
 Hi SEATTLE friends and family,

It’s a beautiful day in the Gulf of Oman.  The temperature is a chilly 80 degrees.  I say chilly because yesterday was 109 degrees in the shade with 95 % humidity and no wind.  I would estimate it was 115 degrees in the sun.  I tell you this because your Sailors were working in the heat, loading stores and taking on fuel and they did it quickly and safely.  We were in and out of port in less than 10 hours.  A great job in some incredible heat.

Lot’s has taken place since the last newsletter.  I will let the CMC tell you about all the fun events, since he is always looking out for the crew and trying to come up with new events.

There is one event I would like to tell you about since I know the CMC will not want to mention it.  The Officers and Chief Petty Officers played softball in Augusta Bay and it was a close game with the CPO’s leading most of the game.  A last inning run by the Officers ended the tie game with the Officers winning 18-17.  I’m sure the CPO’s will be looking for revenge at the next port of opportunity.

If you haven’t had a chance to look at the website lately, you should check out all the new photos.  We have tried to add as many candid photos as we can, so you can see your Sailors at work and play.  I try to put a short note in there every week to give you an idea of what we are doing that week.  Don’t forget we also have the care line for the latest info.  The website address and care line number are listed later in the newsletter.

The mission of this ship is to “Feed the Fleet”.  And this ship does it better than any ship in the fleet.  It’s a hard working ship that never stops.  When we finish with one customer we race off to meet another customer and then we repeat the process every 4-7 days.  If we received frequent flyer miles for all the steaming we do, the entire crew would qualify for multiple free tickets.  

Seven weeks down and nineteen to go.  When you put it in perspective it doesn’t seem that long.  But, I know for those at home that patiently wait and carry the load while we are gone it seems like an eternity.  Thank you for allowing your son or daughter, spouse, father or mother to serve our great country.  I’m extremely proud to have served with each and every one of them. 

Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

