[image: image1.png]CO's Note




Wednesday, July 28, 2004
 Hi SEATTLE friends and family,

It’s a Hot day in one of our favorite stops.  Sailors are busy loading cargo, standing watch, manning force protection posts, keeping the plant running, fixing meals, and doing general maintenance.  We have gotten very good at loading, fueling and getting on the road again.  Our Sailors work in some inhospitable conditions that would make most people melt.  They do it with a smile on their face (most of the time) knowing they are making a difference in the world.  People can say what they want about this generation, but I see them hard at work everyday and they make it this ship run.


We just found out we have nine new Chief Petty Officer Selectees:  MM1 Bowling, MM1 Cook, GM1 Franklin, PN1 Goodley, GM1 Hargett, MM1 Horne, DC1 Jessen, EM1 Laminack, BM1 Malone.  Congratulations to the selectees and their families.  This is a significant moment in the career of a Sailor.  For those who didn’t make it, don’t give up.


For those keeping the home front running, our schedule remains the same.  We should be home six months from our departure date.  Keep those e-mails, cards and letters coming, we always look forward to mail call, even in the e-mail era.  The Ombudsman and Family Support Group Leaders keep me up to speed on the ongoing events.  They have sent me plenty of pictures of the meetings, carwash, and dinners.  I’m glad to see the smiles on everyone’s face during these events.  Keep it up!  I look forward to pictures from the Over the Hump Party.  We plan to celebrate on the ship with our own Over the Hump Party, which will include a talent show.  I can’t wait for the entertainment.


That’s all for now.  We remain busy doing what we do best, “Feeding the Fight”

Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

