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Wednesday, August 11, 2004
 Hi SEATTLE friends and family,


I hope everyone at home is doing well as we pass the two-month point of deployment.  The last few weeks have been very busy and exciting.  We had the rare opportunity to conduct a rescue at sea.  We received a call at 1030 p.m. that a vessel was in distress and sinking.  We were thirty miles from the scene and immediately headed in that direction as our helo and aircrew prepared to launch for the rescue.  Our RHIB boats  launched as we approached the sinking vessel.  Our helo was the first on the scene and confirmed the vessel had a severe list and was in danger of sinking soon.  They also notified us there were 4 crewmembers on board the sinking vessel and 8 crewmembers in a life raft about 100 yards away.  Our helo recovered the 4 crewmembers on the sinking vessel and then marked the life raft for our RHIB crews.  The seas were very rough and there was no moon so it was very dark.  With the help of the helo our boats located and rescued the 8 crewmembers as their life raft sank.  At the same time the life raft rescue was taking place we observed the stricken vessel sink and disappear below the surface.  The 12 crewmembers were extremely exhausted and wet.  We brought them aboard and the medical department treated them while our culinary specialist’s prepared them something to eat.  We set them up with a place to sleep for the night.  The next day they were transferred to another Navy ship for delivery to their last port of call.  The Captain and the crew of the stricken vessel were extremely grateful for the rescue and hospitality shown by the SEATTLE crew.  There was no doubt who rescued the 12 crewmembers when the departed SEATTLE, they were all wearing USS SEATTLE T-shirts.  It was quite a funny site.


The SEATTLE team executed this rescue in the same professional manner we conduct every evolution.  I am incredibly proud of the teamwork and professionalism they showed during and after the rescue.  I can tell you the SEATTLE Sailors are walking tall and are quite proud of themselves, as they should be.  


We are headed into port to load supplies and take on fuel as I write.  The forecast temperature is 107 degrees and it feels like 120 degrees.  We are used to the heat now, but it doesn’t make it any more comfortable.  Your Sailors continue to impress me everyday with their dedication and hard work.  I could not ask for a better crew or group of leaders.


That’s all for now.  I have also updated the Care Line today, so check it out.   


Sincerely,

Captain Patrick D. Hall

Commanding Officer

USS SEATTLE

